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Robeck had come round to the same opinion, It
is idle to discuss whether, had the action been per-
sisted in even at the cost of more ships, the Turkish
defence would have crumbled. Undoubtedly the
Turks were gravely alarmed, and certain sections
of the defence were ready to despair. But it is not
less indubitable that, had the fleets attacked again,
there would have been a stubborn resistance and
such losses as would have left too weak a naval
force for the joint operation now under contempla-
tion. It was a gamble which no responsible Govern-
ment could have justified to its people.

II

Britain was now committed to a joint expedition,
for it appeared that there were troops available for
an attack by land. But success depended upon the
provision of adequate forces, and that again depended
upon a temporary defensive on the Western Front
and a refraining from expensive assaults. Had the
Allies indeed been gifted with supernatural insight
they might have followed a different policy: forgone
the Western offensive of 1915, for which they were
not ready; held that line to the stalemate which
Germany's preoccupation in Russia would not have
permitted her to break; and concentrated on hacking
their way through to Constantinople. They would
have succeeded, and the final battle on the Western
Front would have come sooner. But this prescience
is for the immortals and not for fallible men, and
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